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The Groovy Rubric 
 
It was a Righteous Scene!       YES             NO 
(Honoring the Process)  
 

4: Far Out! 
This sentence is smooth!  It almost sings!  It’s very easy to read with a lot of 
expression.  This is a Groovy Sentence! 
� This sentence is lean, clean, and mean. 
� The sentence has an easy flow when reading 
� The sentence structure enhances the meaning by drawing attention to key ideas. 
� The sentence contains the correct ending punctuation.  Commas and other punctuation marks are used correctly. 
� There is strong control over entire sentence structure; fragments, if used at all, work well. 
� There is a strong and accurate analysis of the sentence construction.  The analysis correctly reflects the sentence. 
 

3: Gnarly! 
This sentence has got its thing going!  Here and there, it’s really nice how the 
words string together. 
� This sentence is readable and clear, but wordy!  Some deadwood should be cut. 
� This sentence is easy to read. 
� The sentence meaning is clear. 
� This sentence contains correct ending punctuation.  There are 1-2 errors in comma and other punctuation marks. 
� There is strong control over simple sentence structure, but variable control over more complex structures; fragments, if  
   used at all, are usually effective. 
� There is a good but simple analysis of the sentence construction.  The analysis, for the most part, reflects the sentence.  
   Only one error. 
 

2: Bummer! 
This sentence is kind of a bummer!  It’s pretty easy to read if you take your time, 
but it could be smoother in places. 
� This sentence is pretty easy to read if you take your time; it could be smoother in places. 
� This sentence is difficult to read because it’s choppy or put together in a weird and confusing way. 
� The meaning of this sentence is understood but does not seem to be interesting to the writer. 
� This sentence does not contain correct ending punctuation.  There are 3-4 errors in comma and other punctuation  
   marks. 
� There is good control over simple sentence structure, but little control over more complex structure; fragments, if used at  
   all, may not be effective. 
� There is an overly simple analysis of the sentence construction.  The analysis hardly reflects the sentence.  2-3 errors. 
 

1. Dude!? 
This is a square sentence!  It’s hard to understand, even with repeated readings. 
� This sentence has a structure that obscures meaning. 
� This sentence has a confusing word order that is often jarring and irregular, making the sentence hard to read. 
� This sentence contains no ending punctuation.  Commas and other punctuation marks are not used. 
� There seems to be problems with sentence structure and grammar that affects control. 
� There is an inaccurate or no analysis of the sentence construction.  The analysis does not reflect the sentence.  More 
   than 3 errors. 
 

The only way to get righteous with 
grammar is by using it, for real, man! 
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4-Point Translation: 
 

4 = 100% 2 = 75% 
 

3 = 85% 1 = 65% 
 
 


